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Thematic Partnerships within ISDR

In January 2005, the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) conducted the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR), which gathered representatives from 168 governments, research organizations, non-government organizations, academia, and a variety of international, regional, national, and  local stakeholders concerning disaster-risk reduction.
As an outcome, 168 Member States agreed to launch the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA)  as the global strategy to continue promoting efforts to reduce risks associated with natural phenomena than can trigger disasters.   The HFA outlines three strategic goals:

a) The more effective integration of disaster risk considerations into sustainable development policies, planning and programming at all levels, with a special emphasis on disaster prevention, mitigation, preparedness and vulnerability reduction;

b) The development and strengthening of institutions, mechanisms and capacities at all levels, in particular at the community level, that can systematically contribute to building resilience to hazards;

c) The systematic incorporation of risk reduction approaches into the design and implementation of emergency preparedness, response and recovery programmes in the reconstruction of affected communities.

In the scope of these strategic goals, the Conference adopted five Key Priorities for Action (KPA):

1. Ensure that disaster risk reduction is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation.

2. Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning.

3. Use knowledge, innovation and education to build a culture of safety and resilience at all levels.

4. Reduce the underlying risk factors.

5. Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels.
In an effort to coordinate inter-institutional efforts within each one of the KPAs and across scales (international, regional, national, and local), ISDR established two parallel tracks for such coordination:

	Thematic Partnerships: 
Through which ISDR partner organizations can collaborate and provide guidance on particular themes that are relevant to the reduction of disaster risk and the implementation of the HFA.
	National, Regional and Global Platforms: 
Which constitute the forums where members of the ISDR system convene to exchange results and to discuss how to coordinate efforts regarding activities conducted with the aim of reaching the proposed goals.


In its Policy Note of 2 June 2008
, ISDR outlined issues relevant to these thematic partnerships, already recognizing UN-SPIDER as one such partnership, particularly contributing to the Key Priority Area number 2:  Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning.

From the point of view of ISDR, each partnership is expected to take leadership and guidance for the thematic area, as its resources allow, including for advocacy, coordination, networking and partnership development, information provision, and inputs to Prevention Web and global and regional reporting processes.
UN-SPIDER:  
Through its resolution 61/110 of 14 December 2007
, the General Assembly of the United Nations established the UN-SPIDER programme to provide universal access to all countries and all relevant international and regional organizations to all types of space-based information to support the full disaster management cycle by:

· Being a gateway to space information for disaster management support. 

· Serving as a bridge to connect the disaster management and space communities and,

· Being a facilitator of capacity-building and institutional strengthening, in particular for developing countries.
In his report to the General Assembly on 11 Sept. 2007, the Secretary-General of the United Nations commented on the Committee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, specifically addressing the UN-SPIDER Programme.   Paragraph 43 of his remarks
  names as primary beneficiaries the disaster-management community; space technology and non-governmental institutions interested in providing support to the disaster management community; research and academic institutions in charge of monitoring events, providing capacity-building and conducting research; private sector technology companies interested in providing support or in developing products; and insurance companies interested in supporting best practices to reduce community and individual risks.  

Recognizing the role of ISDR as the coordinating secretariat for the United Nations on disaster-risk reduction at the international level, the General Assembly of the United Nations mandated UN-SPIDER to network its efforts with ISDR.  To this end, in its Outreach Strategy UN-SPIDER has already identified means to work within the umbrella of ISDR such as:
· Participating in Sessions of the Regional and Global Platforms for Disaster Reduction.

· Contributing to KPAs 2, 3, and 5 as outlined in the HFA through the conduction of a variety of tasks including Technical Advisory Support and as a facilitator in capacity building and institutional strengthening.
Taking into consideration the framework of thematic partnerships as envisioned by ISDR, UN-SPIDER is establishing the SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership on the Use of Space-Based Information to Support the Full Disaster Management Cycle.  This global platform is envisioned as the platform where the UN-SPIDER Regional Clusters can also meet at the global level and promote an exchange of experiences, lessons learned, and best practices regarding how to promote access and use of such information.   In addition, as foreseen by ISDR, this global platform will also interact with other thematic platforms and other parts of the ISDR system, and will contribute to the ISDR system Joint Work Programme activities.

An annual plan of activities will guide the various tasks to be conducted through this platform, and annual reports will be submitted to UNOOSA and UNISDR for their review.    Of particular relevance will be the organization of side events during the sessions of the Regional Platforms for Disaster Reduction and during the sessions of the Global Platform, as such events play a vital role in linking representatives of national platforms and other organizations devoted to risk reduction, preparedness, and emergency response; and allow the platform to reach new audiences and present the latest results, procedures, tools, and mechanisms to make use of space-based information and services.
UN-SPIDER Global Platform on the Use of Space-Based Information to Support the Full Disaster Management Cycle.
	STAKE- HOLDERS:
	· UN-SPIDER Regional Support Offices.
· UN-SPIDER National Focal Points.
· National Platforms for Disaster Reduction.
· International and regional organizations focusing on space activities (private, public, research, academia).

· International and regional organizations focusing on Disaster-Risk Management and Emergency Response (private, public, research, academia, humanitarian community).

· Regional Space Science and Technology Education Centres affiliated to the United Nations and other Centres of Excellence devoted to training and research.



	AIMS:
	The platform is foreseen as a vehicle to facilitate the networking of the global community of practitioners targeting the use of space-based information and services to support the full disaster management cycle, including mainstreaming Disaster-Risk Reduction into development.  The aims foreseen through the thematic platform include:
· A bridge to link space agencies, National Platforms for Disaster Reduction promoted by ISDR, the humanitarian community, promoting the use of knowledge, innovation and education to build a culture of safety and resilience at all levels warning (HFA-KPA 5).
· A Forum to identify, discuss, and promote good practices regarding the topic of the platform, and to exchange information on recent advances on this topics a means to contribute to efforts to ensure that disaster risk reduction (DRR) is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation (HFA-KPA 1).

· A coordination vehicle to facilitate access to and use of space-based information and services to identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning (HFA-KPA 2).


	SUPPORT PROVIDED BY 
UN-SPIDER
	UN-SPIDER will coordinate this partnership, providing for such a coordination:

· A forum for discussion on how to conduct activities to reach the proposed goals.

· The Knowledge Portal to facilitate access to space-based information and services and as a means to share information among partners.
· Facilitation of capacity-building efforts through members dedicated to this task via e-learning and traditional methods, and through a database containing information regarding training and research opportunities on this topic.

· Mobilization of members to activities conducted by partners, including Sessions of the Global and the Regional Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction set up by ISDR.


	EXPECTED OUTCOMES
	· Improved vertical coordination and horizontal cooperation regarding access to and use of space-based information and services to support the full disaster cycle.
· Improved coordination to enhance the efficiency of UN-SPIDER and its partners in providing support to National Platforms for Disaster Reduction being established by ISDR.
· Database on institutional capacities, information and means to access it.
· Working groups which should research additional means to use space-based information and services to support the full disaster cycle.


	Rules of Membership
	Stakeholders in the UN-SPIDER global platform 

	Reporting Mechanisms
	Reporting will be conducted through an annual report to be submitted to UNOOSA and UNISDR for their review, with the purpose of requesting feedback (synergies with other UN agencies and UN-based efforts, strategies to contribute more efficiently to the work conducted by National Platforms for Disaster Reduction.



Activities conducted during 2009  to establish the Thematic Platform
	Date
	Activity
	Comments

	Feb. 2009
	 UN-SPIDER Outreach Strategy
	Inclusion of the notion of a global thematic platform on the use of space based information to support the full disaster management cycle within the framework of ISDR.   Use of the sessions of the regional and global platforms as a strategy to launch the thematic platform.

	March 2009
	First Session of the Regional Platform – Europa.
	Participation in this session, which took place in Bonn, Germany.

	
	First Session of the Regional Platform – Americas. 
	Participation in this first session, conduction of a side event to acquire feedback from participants regarding the proposed platform.

	
	Coordination with ISDR
	Coordination with ISDR to participate in Regional Platform sessions in Asia and Africa, and in Global Platform Session in Geneve

	April 2009
	First Session of the Regional Platform – Africa. 
	Participation in this session, which took place in Nairobi, Kenya.    Reaching out to stakeholders.

	May 2009
	Session of the Regional Platform – SIDS.
	Participation in this session, which took place in Fiji.    Reaching out to stakeholders.

	
	Internal coordination
	Coordination with stakeholders to launch the platform during the Second Session of the Global Platform.    Coordination with ISDR to conduct side event to launch the platform.

	
	
	Elaboration of Concept Note on this platform

	June 2009
	UN-SPIDER Vienna Workshop
	Discussion of Concept Note with UN-SPIDER stakeholders.

	
	Second Session of the Global Platform
	Participation in this second session, conduction of a side event to launch the platform.

	
	
	


� UN-ISDR Policy Note 2 June 2008, page 4.   Available in: http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=2764


� General Assembly of the United Nations:  A/RES/61/110.


� General Assembly of the United Nations:  A/AC.105/893; page 14.
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